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9969 89639m003 (1994) osdmozmo mo30bya3omo Y6039MboHHOL d0dO6L
0003060bHM0MadaL Rognmbaho (2012-2016), 0ndE> 379033 3MmRgboo
3903390 O 3gH0YMOE NBYmM BMAHMaMoR300b TgbBs3m.. ngn doMomoa
©m3n3360hnMmn BmAHmaMoxzn0m oMb ©o30370mn o 093ML TYdomodb
Mmmgmmz bogoMmmzgmmado, by Fob Bomagmaodb goMmgo.

oobo  TghMo39mb  (1990) ogd3b  dogobhmob boMmobbo  Bommbmgnym
Sbmm3mmmgnsdn, omosb 3y6035MLohgdho (2016-2020). ngo domzghnbagob
bazgmmA3n BMEM3065MOL O gMm-gMmomn dmBnbozy MMazobndoEnnb 3MgodHnmo
©00Mydhmmoo.

M3900096300L RBoMzmad8n gmybgd o 0oL gowsbyzodmab godm3zmoom
bLodommzammb pobagb obHMMoodo  BomAmadnmo  3mmo@ngs. 0bobo
3mbEgbhmoMmbgb  Bnboboomhgzbm 30830609009, 30dgomyM  9bodY,
dmbm050Lo 01 3o3M39mMd0L IJNMEYOdY. 8900093 30 8973069L gdod33mM930
»Mmamm dm3z0gmo oMAn36900 bogdommnzgmmdn®. 0x3mmbomagzn, gobomommodn,
003Mod dv3o3Mmyome bogdome 3Mohngymo 603193g30Mn bb3zo mzomom
33060b390L bmEom-3mmoagnlym MyommogdL, MmIgmados 33bmammdm.

Elene Shengelia (b. 1994, Tbilisi) graduated from the Faculty of Business Admin-
istration of the Free University (2012-2016), but then changed profession and be-
gan to actively study photography. She is mainly engaged in documentary pho-
tography and works a lot in Georgia and abroad.

Basa Metreveli (b. 1990, Thilisi) holds a master’s degree in Philosophical Anthro-
pology, llia University (2016-2020). He works in the field of marketing and is the
creative director of one of the leading digital creative agencies.

Within the framework of the residence, Elene and Basa decided to explore the
politics produced in the recent history of Georgia. They decided to focus on elec-
tion campaigns, visual language, appeals or dissemination methods. As a result,
they created a pocketbook ‘How to win elections in Georgia’. Humorous, en-
tertaining, but at the same time quite critical work, presents the socio-political
realities we live through in a different light.
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390! dO®156 3MbIMILN 33M 0133360106 LYVOMNO)!
339600L3639() MHILI6N3I 0)3NL 356333 M>IIN,
0133960 65393333MN MILIBEINMIL IMITMPEIX
333P 30MPINTI6JI. 1133036 330530 3NMIL/
3MNON39M 33MdNIMMdNL 3IFL3MI LI3MILAL
JbJdMWY, 01936 3IFILI3 63N6LHP 3MPNON3IMBN
303NB3MPY. MMBMEM 3MbXPY Jb?

o039, HgmM3nbo “Smmobngymo ddmonsmmdb dgdamadn
©093MaLNy” 03 BAL godmngMby? MOEged vMabrMmL gabdgbny,
DYLHO© dLBb3L Jomoym bmEnomym, 53MbMB0IYM o
3mmohngym Mommosb 3ol 399093, MoE 300M39Yd300
LOOGMMO 39380Mb. O Jb domNsb LY3NObNY. MmEgLLJ
30M39mo BoM30003069m A3900 gobozbocn 3dmdnomMmdnb
3899003m3 0g3MLNVdY, $9M 30093 oM 303MENM DYLHO©

Mo 3odm3z000mEs. MYDNHBENS oNbBym o A396L BgbHMML
393b3000m, 303900000 EOLI308], MM My3ob dgiE3mo

793Mm 939maLo/Bmbobgmbgdgmn 0gbadms. Jamgby, dmem
BamoBono Jomomymao Jyhgdob Smmobhognmd 3mbhHymgdb
30900, ab GommoEs 30bybydn g3mzo 30nbzgxddY,
MmagmMyonEss: Mmamm 33mob 3mbHaMmadn Jnhgdl, Mmamm
00LYMEYMOE godmnygbydnsb o Mmamm oMab bombo
BoMOmgqbomon o3 3mbhyMgdab 606. sMnob b 3mbhgMgdn
Mymy306(hymMn? gamgbab 038 mEHMydab yoMomme 89aMm3900
300M NBMEY, 9M33YE godmybobo MomsE obomo mmMAs o
300 800 godmboEgdac. nby dmboo, MMA3 doLLL Y339 JMbS
Jofogmo 3mmobhogngmo 3mbhgmgdob 3603365mmdyd0L
093MBLAHMYJE00L oBMEENMYdY. FgLBOS3NLO®, MMN3)
393006b30m 130D s BoM31anbgm A390L 3gMobhmmgdbs
o I9bhmML.

HEY! SUPER NICE TO CHAT WITH YOU HERE! SOMEHOW,
YOUR WORK GREW INTO SOMETHING UNEXPECTED WITH-
IN THE LAST FEW MONTHS. YOU STARTED OUT WITH THIS

PERSONAL/POLITICAL POST-PARTUM DEPRESSION SUBJECT, BUT THEN
WENT INTO THE PURELY POLITICAL. HOW DID IT HAPPEN?

A: Did you just coin the term “political post-partum depression”? Because we
never heard of it before, it really describes what Georgian social, economical
and political affairs have been after Georgia parted with the Soviet Union. And it
is a sad thing. When we submitted our application about post-partum, we kind
of had no exact idea what will come out of it. When residency started, and we
met our mentor, we thought it would have been more convenient to change the
subject. In the past years, Elene was taking pictures of political posters in the
streets. She was trying to explore questions like how the posters change the
streets, how absurdly they look, how people in the streets are represented in
front of these posters. Are they even relevant? But she really didn’t want to just
collect and document these photos, and wanted to find some new form to rep-
resent them. It so happened that Basa also had previous experience with decon-
structing true meanings behind the Georgian political posters. So we both easily
agreed on the subject and suggested it to our curators and mentor.

30M3 JNANIM LHONMNL IL VBMMID? VNIMMS0), M3 3OLIMBIINL
L 3% MIWI3V60IMNY? I3V0360NL IL JOMONIL 3ILOIMIL?

96 LL3360NMIL MM3 303001bM: dMOL 3MLNON3IMN LIONMI
6mM3MP3I6NN LOIIMOI3IMIN 33JV3IL 36 YMBNIY dJIFLI?

RA396 3030JMMO, MM3 DM JoMmmymn MYommds nym ob, M3
3900m3930b 08 MMB8dY - LohnModwy 3ng30Y3060. 3mbHhgmMgdaL
3963900 o 30dDYOMN 013Hbo nym ddLYMEAn Avdomyman, MmA bLohomo
0030LMV300 godmano. 396 Jga39damm g3ghnMo 030dY, ob 339300.
3Mnb3n330, 03039 dg0dmnds nng30L Jomoym 3mmohngodE. 000, bogomn
09009, MDY N6 330HnMOMEIL 65330MOE 8dsbsbnomydgmns
bogommnzgmmbom3nb. A396 330dMMOM, MM b gMg3oMn JoMmmymn
3MmMaghHoynmo godzmosz900b 397dob0d3ns, Bombymdng s 963Yymdns
dm3gghamo 3manathninm, bmzoomym o 93mbmdnggm Mgsmmdgdlb. A396
3530dMmdm, MHmA bohoms MYmMY356hYM0. MbE Lohoms nbymn MMIvY,
Mm3gmboE 3gLodsdnbmMos nbhMMNL sMEgMo dMBO339™30 OY3OMZ3L,



oMmodompm bodommzgamman. Mob nbog 30300, MM3 dgndmgds 3mndy

0ymb, MH30gob 3mmohngnmo bohnMo bdnMns Jomoym Homy30dD0sdn
bymmzbg0sdn, ogMod o8 3mndnxd303od MomsE 3603369mm3060. 3mndy
030¢hm3os 3mndy, MmA 3obdn Mooz LoNbHYMaLbMS, MOLLE Ym3gmm3nb
3930dmns oY0MYBEY. YOMIMME b dxdmm o ONbobm MomoE dbomo
0ob3d0n. Azgbo 3Mmgdhois DYLHO® 83 sbmMOb vMAMAYBODYo.

WHY DID YOU CHOOSE THIS FORM OF SATIRE? DO YOU THINK THIS
FORM IS RELEVANT AT THE MOMENT? DOES IT BELONG TO THE GEOR-
GIAN CULTURE? OR MAYBE RATHER: IS POLITICAL SATIRE PRESENT IN
GEORGIA AT THE MOMENT AND/OR PREVIOUSLY?

We think it was materials and political affairs in Georgia, which lead us to the
form of satire. The look and application of the posters were so immersed in
absurdity, that satire came out by itself. We could have cried about it or laughed
about it. The same applies to Georgian politics in general as well. And yes, it is
a very Georgian way to laugh about things you should be crying about. We think
it is kind of a collective coping mechanism to adjust to the political, social, and
economic realities the country/nation had to face during its history and is facing
now. We think that yes, satire is relevant. Satire is a form that has never really
ceased to be relevant from the down of history, not only in Georgia. And, we
know that it’s cliché and of course, political satire is very usual for Georgian TV
shows and even for the art scene, but there is something noteworthy about cli-
ché. A cliché is a cliché because there is something important, something that’s
always interesting to return. You just have to try to find something new in cliché,
try to find new insight into it, and that’s what we tried to do with this playbook.

3960369, MM3 3MMITONL I333IMbILN ILI6IL BMOMIdNY, 333MIT
0133LIARNGMY, MMB dI3MLIB N33WIIPLNO). LI IdIdLNO) 33I3NL
93LITOL?

aL 3Mmadhob yzgmodg Moymo 6obomo nym. bodgwboymme, dohmb
99doM 539M706000L JMbos gaMmm3zgdymn 1990-2012 Bmgdab 3mmopnlyto
3mbhMgon, MM3mMYd0E 3oMmModgx6hob d0ndmommyzedn nbobyds. MYdEo

2012 Bannb 398cgm3 3mbhyMgdLb 39d7dnm yMMY3n0DY, bmEnomym
09000030, 3gmdm 8993MmM390mMa0mMb, 3¢MnNm BMHmMydbL m3ndgabhyto
303006 Mobodgmm3zg bogdommzgmmb dgbobgd o 0.8 domnob oo
oMmm ogadomes, MmA 893398MM3700060 o 89900a3M3Tn 8339339370000
0obomo. domNeb 8MmMB(HY3900 nYm 3omn dbdmMNd0 bbzoobbizs
39Mb39d(H030000 o 3oL 5o BodYTg3Maco 8933Mo.

YOU MENTION THAT THE BASE FOR THE PROJECT WAS ELENE’S PHO-
TOGRAPHS. BUT IT ALSO SEEMS THAT THERE WAS ALSO RESEARCH AS
WELL BESIDES THIS. WHERE DID YOU LOOK FOR MATERIAL?

It was the hardest part of the project. Fortunately for us, Mr Emzar Jgerenaia

had collected some political posters from 1990 till 2012 and made them part of
the Library of National Parliament. But for political posters from 2012 and their
real-world applications we had to look for them on forums, social media, private
collections, cut the images from the documentary movies about the history of
contemporary Georgia etc. It took a lot of time to collect and then process all the
material. Analysing them from different kinds of perspectives, and then putting
them in one organized form, took an effort.

98 3MBI() 33I3NL AIOIMIBNL 3IFLI3B, MMBMM LIdbILNJCIIOXN(O)
2 LNOY3IN0) JOMONILN 3MEPNON3IMN 3MLOIMIBNL ISMLIBNIL?
MHM3ME dL3NIL 30LIdL6I36 350)? 013336 3I33MdO) 3dLIMBIM P
JOLIMPIM 3NBIIWIM 3ILIOBI. IL JOLIMPITMBdY 30 LIIMOMP
9 03606I0L 633MMAL.

Jomoymo 3mmohnggmo 3mbhgmgdob sbsmndob 3thmigbdo, bomgmo

oym, MHm3 Jomonzgmo 3manndhnldmbgdol 3m3boioEnnb bhmonaagns 6MYdY
dmdmomdo. dg0dmgds gomgaobo mmdgon o godmbopymgds dgnE3oms
13900900 BMAHMIONMS O 3MORNIYMN ENDONBNM, MY3ES B0bsdMLO O
00035M0 00 03039 oMAs. 93n¢HmM3 A3960 dmozoMmn 30dDSLN dYLHV®

00 806309M0 BMNL godmod3oMo3900 nym o ™Mb nby, MMA3 yzgmabmaznb
doMH030900 dmbogddgmo ymaznmoym.






WITH THIS EXTENSIVE RESEARCH THAT YOU HAVE DONE, HOW
WOULD YOU BRIEFLY CHARACTERIZE THE EVOLUTION OF THE PO-
LITICAL POSTER FROM WHAT YOU HAVE SEEN? OR HOW THEY WERE
PLACED? BECAUSE YOU WORK WITH THIS REALLY STRIKING AND
REALLY ABSURD VISUAL MATERIAL WITHIN YOUR WORK AND THE AB-
SURDITY DEFINITELY DOESN’T DIMINISH, IT SEEMS...

While analysing all the Georgian political posters, it was obvious that the commu-
nication strategy of Georgian politicians was going on the circles. Maybe some
external forms change, and they follow some cultural trends and the quality of
the photos and graphic design are gradually becoming better, but the essence

of it remains all the same. So, our main goal became to expose this vicious circle
and somehow make it fun for everyone to digest.

3BNIMMo, I3 LO33OMP EIM3VOIBITN NYM, MIPL36

9015639 NMIdY, MMIINEB 38 633I3I3MNPI6 LIIMAY dMNL
LAIN I30LILNLABZId MBS JIMAMILN 3MENON3NL 330IdNL
3mMMGBILAN. d3JILONVG6, NBOLYEB 3BVNIMMS, MM IL 3PMdOITIMN
3MMdMIBII. ©O NL “J301330N” ML JIFLOLIMIdI? BMOY 3™
303033J... 3330 N3NOMI, MM dMm 30M dL3NMd>MN3N?

3nM3zgam M0gdn, N0 3s3mmds sbYMN 3xx0LYdNLMZNL. gb gMmg3smn
3m3mxmonyMmn BoMohnzns Jommym 3mmohngnm Loydmyddn. dmao
Jomoymon 3mmohngymo 3ompns bohgmoadym mmaobndoiEngdLb vombyob,
MHm3myod0b 39339mO0moE LB d30MBOYD O 03909096 0Ly MO370L,
o3 bbgo 390mb3g3030 3manngMmo sMmozmmaghrmon ngdbgdmo.
dbgo3bo MMEEBbNdOENYONm, oo Fgydmnom domomonl 3533390 9bnm
0boYOMMB docn M3MBYBHYONL BNBOOMBYE. 93 3MbIMYHm d53mbzg30d0,
90Mdmme LohY33000 0003037L Jommymo bodmgoMydoL 3mAmumdoym

LaBHNB6MHYODY. “Jomodn” 3mAMbLyJLYOmMOL 6M3BN3369mn 3nbob bemgbgne.
99Lod30bY, 03 3MLHYMNL 89373675 Yd3d 3o3YDHYMN Jomddn FooxmmNobyL
9mMm36m dmdMOMOLMSD O EBMI39L “JomTombomymo dmdMmomods”. ngo
9oM(Hn300, 0LNBbO 3MAMLYJLYOMION dMNOL s Boo bdo oM JnbEgm. bbzs
093M0 3bao3Ln 890mb3z93s vMLYOdMOL, MMES 3MAMBMONYM LNAdMMMYOL
04969096 bombmob 3m3Y603o3nnL 3MmEgLbdn. A3g6 3030dMmdm, MmMA gL
domob d93MbL v3dMOL vMo Bbmmme 3mmohngnm 3oMbhngddy, sMody
bombdg3. MMamMmE 000 nHYmEs “3oMmodgbhomn bombab bobgs™.

| GUESS THAT WAS VERY SUCCESSFUL BECAUSE THE IMPRESSION
THAT | GET OUT OF THE WORK IS THE UTTER IRRESPONSIBILITY OF
DOING POLITICS IN GEORGIA. AND | FEEL IT IS SUCH A GLOBAL PROB-
LEM. BUT CAN YOU ALSO EXPLAIN THAT “CHICKEN” THING? | DIDN’T
QUITE GET IT! PERHAPS BECAUSE | AM NOT A LOCAL? 3))

Ohh, first, thank you for your appreciation. It is a form of homophobia actually
used in Georgian political communication. So, the thing is that some Georgian
political parties are creating proxy parties or organizations to do things by their
hands that are not otherwise politically correct. With the proxies, they can use
hate speech against their opponents. Here they played with the words and on
the sentiments of highly homophobic Georgian society. “Chicken” is prison slang
for a homosexual. So, the creators of that hateful poster played with the visual of
a plucked chicken and with the name of the National Movement. They edited it
as a “Chickenonal Movement” (Jomdombomymo dmdmomods). The idea is sim-
ple: they are homosexuals and do not vote for them. There are many other cases
using homophobic symbolism in Georgian political communication. We think it
says a lot not only about political parties, but also about the people in general.
As JABA has it — “the Parliamentarian is the face of the electorate”.



